REPORT FROM CPFEA TO COLLEGE PARK QUARTERLY MEETING

Fall 2011 - Delivered by Alyssa Nelson, Alternate Clerk of CPFEA

College Park Friends Educational Association (CPFEA) is a nonprofit organization under the care of this Quarter that operates Sierra Friends Center (AKA ‘Woolman’) and oversees its programs, including (but not limited to!) the Woolman Semester, Woolman Summer Youth Camps, and Family Workcamp. Dorothy Henderson serves as Head of School, and Alice Deuker serves as Clerk of the Board. Other board members in attendance this weekend include Cindy Trueblood and Doug Milihous. Vanessa Teran, who works in Admissions, and Brylie Oxley (Technology) are serving as a Friendly Adult Presences for the quarter’s teen program this weekend. [Ask present board members, staff, students, alums, parents, future students, campers, parents of students, donors to stand.]

College Park Quarter’s theme this weekend asks what we are each called to do in our lives and whether we spend our time with purpose. What an appropriate question for the times we are in and to be asked here at Woolman! On this land, the CPFEA brings together students, faculty, staff, board, and community to examine these questions in a deep way by looking through the lenses of Peace, Justice, and Sustainability at ourselves and the lives we lead, both here and out in the wider world. The fact that CPFEA exists today, reporting on our successes and challenges, is the result of the many of you and others who have ensured that this land and center are available and that our programs continue. Thank you!
Upcoming Woolman Semester events open to all include: Youth as Peacemakers and Sustainability Project Presentations on December 10; and Baccalaureate and Graduation on December 16-17. Some highlights of this year include:

· Financially, we have increased net assets and reduced our overall debt. At the same time, we have been overhauling our bookkeeping and financial systems.
· After coming to you earlier with a request to help us add additional board members, we have added 6 new board members in the last few months. Meanwhile, 1 member has termed out, 1 has resigned, and 1 has taken a leave of absence, bringing our total to 9. We intend to add at least a few more members in the upcoming year, as some current members are terming out.
· Our summer youth camps have grown substantially and the teen camp piloted this summer was so successful that we will expand it. We plan to have more sessions in general next summer. Registration is already open, so spread the word!

· The Woolman Semester currently has 15 students, and our goal for the spring is 20 students. We believe that this goal, which will be our largest semester yet, is quite reachable, but we rely on all of you to help us spread the word to any young people who are not already aware of the wonderful experience and opportunity that is available here.
To give you a taste of the community at Woolman, I would like to introduce a current student, Tess Solenberger, to talk briefly about her experience at Woolman. Tess is an 11th grader from Bellingham, Washington who has been active with the teen groups within Pacific Yearly Meeting, including this weekend’s quarterly meeting.
“This is the most intense thing I have ever done. Less than a week after we got to campus we were sent on a 5 day backpacking trip. For a girl who has only hiked 3 miles at one time this was insane. Now that we have been together for about 2 months, I consider these people my family, not just the students but also the staff and interns. I have learned so much about the earth, peace, and justice. Honestly, I have never been more confused about what I believe. My teacher, Emily, says if you don’t leave her class confused she isn’t doing her job. But I do know that I LOVE WOOLMAN!”

Thank you all again for your support. If you did not already add a donation to CPFEA on your Quarterly registration forms, you are invited to discuss making a contribution with Dorothy, me, or Cindy Trueblood, Clerk of our Development Committee. All donations –small and large—as well as gifts of time and spreading the word about Woolman’s programs, are helping CPFEA thrive.
